Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 



1.-19. (canceled) 

20. (currently amended) A method of distillation of ethanol from a mash, comprising 
the steps of: 

feeding the mash into a first distillation column; 

feeding a distillate of the first distillation column to a second distillation column; 

and 

at l e ast on e of purifying the mash before the mash is fed into the first distillation 
column and purifying a distillat e from th e s e cond distillation column , the purifying being 
performed by a membrane separation process , wherein a permeate of the purifying of the mash is 
fed into the second distillation column and a ratio of a retentate of the purifying of the mash to a 
permeate of the purifying of the mash is between 1 :1 and 1 :8 . 

21. (canceled) 

22. (currently amended) The method of claim 34- 20, wherein the membrane 
separation process is a dynamic cross-flow membrane filfration process. 



23. (currently amended) The method of claim 20- 33, wherein the mash m is purified 
before the mash is fed into the first distillation column, and a permeate of the purifying of the 
mash is fed into the second distillation column. 

24. (currently amended) The method of claim 20, wherein the maoh io purified boforo 
the mash is fed into the first distillation column, and a retentate of the purifying of the mash is 
fed into the first distillation column. 

25. (currently amended) The method of claim 20, wherein the mash is purifi e d b e fore 

the mash is f e d into th e first distillation column, and a permeate of the purifying of the mash is 
mixed with the distillate of the first distillation column and fed into the second distillation 
column. 

26. (currently amended) A The method of claim 25, of distillation of ethanol from a 
mash, comprising the steps of: 

feeding the mash into a first distillation column: 

feeding a distillate of the first distillation column to a second distillation column: and 
purifying the mash before the mash is fed into the first distillation column, the purifVing 
being performed by. a membrane separation process: 

wherein a permeate of the purifying of the mash is mixed with the distillate of the first 
distillation column and fed into the second distillation column and the mixed permeate and the 
distillate fed into the second distillation column is maintained in liquid phase at a boiling point. 
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27. (currently amended) The method of claim 20, wherein the mash is purified before 
the mash is fed into th e first distillation column, and a permeate of the purifying of the mash and 
the distillate of the first distillation column are fed separately into the second distillation column. 

28. (currently amended) A ¥be method of claim 27. of distillation of ethanol fi-om a 
mash, comprising the steps of: 

feeding the mash into a first distillation column: 

feeding a distillate of the first distillation column to a second distillation colunm; and 
purifsdng the mash before the mash is fed into the first distillation column, the purifying 

being performed by a membrane separation process: 

wherein a permeate of the purifying of the mash and the distillate of the first distillation 

colunm are fed separately into the second distillation column and the permeate and the distillate 

that are fed separately into the second distillation colunm are maintained in liquid phase at a 

boiling point. 

29. (currently amended) The method of claim 33- 26, wherein a ratio of a retentate of 
the purifying of tiie mash to [[a]] the permeate of the purifying of the mash is between 1:1 and 
1:8. 

30. (currentiy amended) The method of claim 23- 20, wherein a water portion of the 
permeate remains in liquid phase in the second distillation column. 
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31. (previously presented) The method of claim 20, wherein the distillate of the 
second distillation coluntm has an ethanol concentration of 75-95 wt.%. 

32. (currently amended) The method of claim 20, wherein the distillate of the second 
distillation column is purified b y, and th e m e mbran e s e paration proc e ss e mploys a plurality of 
parallel-connected membrane modules. 

33. (currently amended) A ¥be method of claim 32. of distillation of ethanol from a 
mash, comprising the steps of: 

feeding the mash into a first distillation column: 

feeding a distillate of the first distillation column to a second distillation column: and 
purifying a distillate from the second distillation column, the purifying being performed 

by a membrane separation process: 

wherein the membrane separation process employs a plurality of parallel-connected 

membrane modules and the distillate of the second distillation column is purified and is heated 

prior to being purified by the membrane separation process. 

34. (currently amended) A ?iie method of claim 32, of distillation of ethanol from a 
mash, comprising the steps of: 

feeding the mash into a first distillation column; 

feeding a distillate of the first distillation column to a second distillation column: and 
purifying a distillate from the second distillation column, the purifying being performed 
by a membrane separation process: 
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wherein the membrane separation process employs a plurality of parallel-connected 
membrane modules and a portion of a retentate of the membrane modules is returned to each of 
the membrane modules as a flushing stream at a permeate side, and wherein after the portion of 
the retentate has passed through the membrane modules, the passed retentate is fed as a mixture 
with a permeate that forms in the second distillation column as a feed stream. 

3 5 . (currently amended) A ft© method of claim 32, of distillation of ethanol from a 
mash, comprising the steps of: 

feeding the mash into a first distillation column: 

feeding a distillate of the first distillation column to a second distillation column: and 
purifying a distillate from the second distillation column, the purifying being performed 

by a membrane separation process: 

wherein the membrane separation process employs a plurality of parallel-connected 

membrane modules and a permeate of the membrane modules is preheated by heat of a bottom 

product remoyed from the second distillation column. 

36. (currently amended) The method of claim 20, wherein th e maoh is purified boforo 

the mash is fed into the first distillation column, and heat of a final product or a bottom product 
of the second distillation column is used to preheat #ie a retentate of the purifying of the mash. 

37. (previously presented) The method of claim 20, wherein a feed inlet of the second 
distillation column is equipped with a heat exchanger. 
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38. (previously presented) The method of claim 20, wherein the second distillation 
column comprises two separate distillation columns. 

39. (previously presented) The method of claim 20, wherein the distillate of the 
second distillation column is purified, and the distillate of the second distillation column is 
heated prior to being purified. 



40, (currently amended) The method of claim 20, wherein th e mash is purified b e for e 
th e mash is f e d into the first distillation column, and the distillate of the second distillation 
colunm is purified. 



